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Highlights
e Rare competencies in the Arab world are understood as a socio-cultural phenomenon that reflects the reproduction of social
structures in relation to scientific and knowledge-based elites.
o The migration of elite competencies is associated with the failure of cultural recognition mechanisms and the weak accumulation of
symbolic capital with in their original societal contexts.
¢ The effectiveness and sustainability of rare competencies depend on the availability of enabling
institutional environments capable of producing social recognition and transforming individual potential
into sustainable developmental pathways.
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Abstract
This research examines rare competencies in the Arab world as a socio-cultural phenomenon that goes beyond

the technical professional dimension, revealing the dialectical and complex relationship between social structures and
prominent scientific cadres. The study focuses on the reality of these rare competencies in the Arab world, shedding
light on the migration of elites with rare skills as an act that is not limited to occupational mobility, but rather reflects
a profound crisis in “cultural recognition” and a genuine lack of “symbolic capital” that creative minds are supposed
to possess within their societies of origin, resulting in a chronic developmental vacuum and a deterioration of the
knowledge structure.

Structural analysis, as an anthropological framework, is employed to examine the position of rare competencies
within institutional and power structures, as well as their position among local communities. It also analyzes patterns
of values, symbols, and mechanisms of domination that govern the investment in or deliberate exclusion of these
capabilities, within an anthropological approach that observes social, cultural, and institutional dimensions in their
broader developmental context.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the absence of moral and material incentives leads to a continuous
depletion of human capital, creating a deep gap between intellectual potential and its practical utilization. This makes
the integration of culture and development a strategic necessity.

Furthermore, building an environment conducive to creativity is a fundamental condition for “knowledge
localization” and for transforming innovation into a driving force for sustainable development, rather than leaving
these competencies as idle resources or forcing them into migration due to restrictive institutional environments that
marginalize excellence and hinder local renaissance processes. The findings also emphasize that the effectiveness of
rare competencies is not achieved merely through possessing skills, but requires an enabling environment that
provides social recognition and necessary institutional support, thereby allowing individual initiative to be
transformed into a sustainable innovative act that contributes to development.
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